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Welcome to this Professional Development Course

Christian is an Assistant Headteacher at Pakefield High
School in Lowestoft. Christian has taught Pearson
Edexcel GCSE Geography B since 2016 and is
Assistant Principal Examiner on Papers 1 and 3. As
well as being an experienced assessment associate
and delivering training, Christian has also written
learning resources for Pearson and other educational
publishers.
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Agenda

In this session we are going to:

look at candidate performance
look at Paper 1 insights
look at Paper 2 insights
look at Paper 3 insights

have time for discussion and guestions.
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Candidate performance



Grade Statistics

2024 | 2023 | 2024 | 2023 | 2024 | 2023 | 2024 | 2023 | 2024 | 2023

Spec. B 4.8 4.8 25.3 25.8 54.5 55.5 82.2 81.7 08.4 08.4

* There is not much variation in the grade outcomes between 2023 and 2024, except for the
grade 5 boundary whereby 1% less of candidates converted.

* More students gained a grade 2 and 3 however.



2024 vs 2023 grade boundaries

Geography B
Ovarall grada boundaries MaxMark 9 L Y | 6 5 4 3 2 A1 u

1GED G&ngraphyﬂ Euhj-ar:t 255 210 193 177 \JbB 138 120 86 &2 14 0
Paper(=) 01 02 03 _ _

Gaography B

Ovarall grade boundarias Max Mark 9 8 7 & 5 4 3 2 1 U
1GED Gecgraphy B Subject 256 211 194 177 166 136 116 &2 48 14 0
Paper(s) 010203

* Very little movement grades 7-9.
* Three marks more for a grade 5.
* Four marks more for grades 2-4.



Paper 1 Feedback and
Insights



Paper 1 question performance

Section A Section B Section C
Performed well Qlai, Qlaii, Q1di, |Q2a, Q2di, Q2dii, |Q3al, Q3aii, Q3alv,
Q1fi. Q24gi. Q3di, Q3ei.
Moderately well Qlaiii, Qlb, Qlc, |Q2b, Q2c, Q2dii, |Q3aiii, Q3b, Q3c,
Q1dii, Qle, Qflii, |Q2e, Q2gii, Q2h. | Q3dii, Q3eii, Q3Hf,
Q1fiii, Qlg, Q1h. Q3g.

| ess well

Q2f. )

Frank's dependency theory proved the most challenging question on the paper.




Paper 1 question mean marks — Section A

lai |1laii |laiii |1b 1c 1di | 1dii | 1le 1fi 1fit | 1fiil | 1g 1h

Max. |1 1 1 2 1 2 3 1 2 4 8

D —

2 2
7= =N 7 ~N
Mean |0.76 |0.98 [0.62 (0.86 ) 1.38 [0.88 [1.03 [1.73 [0.97 [1.29 [0.92 }2.69 [3.24)

« 1b - candidates struggled to explain why the Equator is warmer than poles, missing the fact
that it is owing to the curvature of the Earth.

 1fiii — candidates were not explicit in telling us the water temperature needed to be above
26.5°C which happens in summer months when the ocean is warm enough.

« 1h - candidates didn't join the dots between unpredictable population growth, changes in
human behaviour, preventative measures, and more accurate prediction methods.



Paper 1 question mean marks — Section B

« 2f— candidates either confused Frank's dependency theory with Rostow following the previous

guestion or simply didn't know it well enough.

« 2gii — candidates struggled to identify 'the way' in the first instance e.g. TNCs/FDI/BRICS

allowing them to go on and explain how it affects trade.

2a |2b  |2c |2di |2dii |2diii [2e |2f  |2gi |2gii |2h
Max. |2 1 2 2 1 2 2 3 3 4 12
> - L

Mean |161 |049 |107 |149 [095 [124 |137 (074) [231 (1.43) (5.04)

« 2h — case study knowledge was a barrier with most candidates not knowing their chosen

example well enough.




Paper 1 question mean marks — Section C

« 3ai — calculating percentage change is still proving a challenge. For most candidates that
showed workings but answered incorrectly, was down to not dividing by the original number.

« 3f — whilst the mean was below 2, many students referred to India having a large coastline or
being a peninsula, therefore developing ports for trade.

« 3g - candidates did not know their case study in enough depth to be able to comment on the
social and environmental challenges of rapid urbanisation in their chosen emerging city. Many
also referred to economic challenges.

3ai 3aii |3aiii [3aiv |[3b 3c 3di 3dii | 3ei 3eii | 3f 39

Max. |1 1 2 2 2 4 1 3 1 1 4 8
/- 7 <

Mean | 0.95 |0.96 0\99 142 |1.08 |227 |096 |1.98 |0.91 |0.69 {1.71 A 3.38




Q1b

(b) Explain one reason why temperatures are higher at the equator than at the poles.

(2o
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« 1 mark awarded for the idea of the Equator 'being closer' to the sun. The response is
missing the idea of the curvature of the Earth being the reason.



Q1fii

(ili) Explain one reason why the number of hurricanes varies during the year.

(2| Qo1fii

e sen  cempeiured vige and. cool,.
Namned _oe. Qn\%.@o\ﬁ o Som. W
_\hovmey. paviy. OF 0 LVEOL \nere. ere

. &fﬁ Omm&k ey 0@ (w, mmm &rﬁmm

1 mark awarded for understanding sea temperatures are warmer in certain times of the year. The
response is missing the fact that the warm waters provide a hurricane with the energy needed.



Q2f

f) plain one way in which Frank's dependency theory can be used to understand
why some countries develop over time.
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Only 1 mark awarded for recognising the core buys cheap goods from the periphery.



All 3 marks come in the later part of the question — selling of raw
Q2f materials, then manufactured and sold at a higher price, leading to
exploitation and not developing.




Q3aill

(iii) Calculate the projected percentage growth in the population of Manila

between 2010 and 2025.

da
Give your answer to one decimal place. (iii)

You must show your working.

62D - 1.BRA = B.B0Um

Award one mark for the calculation and a further mark for the correct answer to one decimal place.
Difference between 2010 and 2025 population = 3.34 million / 11.89 (2010 population) x 100 (1)
Award a further mark for the correct answer to one decimal place of 28.1% (1).

For example: 3.34/11.89 x 100 (1) = To one decimal place = 28.1% (1).

NBA <00 :=%x 7.1~

RN e

As previously mentioned, the candidate has divided by the new figure (2025) and not the
original (2010). They also haven't used the difference they have actually worked out. 0 marks.




3f (f) For a named megacity in either an emerging or developing country, explain two
ways its location has influenced its growth.

(4[Q037 |

Named megacity

AT PRI DB PP Pt B

The candidate has offered two different reasons, one being coastal location
facilitating easier trade, and the other its proximity to the Middle East and
establishing a trade deal/arrangement. 4 marks .



Q39

(g) Many megacities are experiencing rapid population growth.

For a named megacity, assess the social and environmental challenges caused by
rapid population growth for people living in this city.

(8) |Q03g

Named megacity
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The candidate has offered generic challenges
of rapid population growth in Mumbai. The
response also lacks assessment. 5 marks.




Development and globalisation

1. Developmentis seen by most candidates as countries becoming wealthier or changing for
the better — dominated by economic development — it does not happen without trade,
Investment, reinvestment, foreign direct investment, and democracy — not to mention
improvements in health and education.

2. Globalisation is defined by most candidates as ' the greater interconnectedness of national
economies to a wider global economy’ — it does not happen without governments adopting
policies that facilitate free trade, liberalisation, deregulation, and privatisation.



Beyond the examiners report — Paper 1

1. Avoiding generic responses that lack local knowledge when a student is
assessing/evaluating their chosen megacity or emerging country (case study).

2. Questions which immediately follow a resource will require students to make use of that
resource. Practice resource-based questions.

3. Compare questions often make use of resources. Many students struggle with this style of
question. Practice using comparative language, for instance ‘er’ words. Greater, larger,
faster, wider for example.



Paper 2 Feedback and
Insights



Paper 2 question performance

Section A Section B Section C
Performed well Qla, Q2ai. Q6ai, Q6ail.
Moderately well Qlc, Q2aii, Q2Db, Qb5ai-Qbaii, Qb5alv, |Q8a, Q8b, Q8c,
Q3a, Q3b, Q4. Q6b, Q6c, Q7. Q8d, Q8e, Q9a,
Q9b, Q9d, Q9e,
Q10ai, Q10aii,
Q10aiii, Q10alyv,
Q10b, Q11aii,
Q11aiii, Qllaiv.
Less well (1o D ( Qaii {Q9c, Q1lai, Q11B>




Paper 2 question mean marks

la 1b 1c 2al 2ali 2b 3a 3b 4
Max. 1 2 2 1 3 4 2 4 38
L~ d -
Mean |0.81 (0.61) {0.97) |0.88 169 |244 |088 (174) (3.71)

S

 Q1b - candidates struggled to explain the link between precipitation and western regions of

the UK.

 Qlc - candidates struggled to explain the link between plate tectonics and upland landscapes
In the UK.
* Q3b - candidates did not explain how two different types of erosion affected landscapes.
Q4 —resource-based question — many failed to make the link between the two resources
available to them.




Paper 2 question mean marks

« Qb5ali — candidates struggled with the command ‘compare’ with most 'explaining'.

« Qbaliv — consequently, candidates avoided repeating themself from the previous guestion.
« Q7 —similarly to Q4, candidates did not make the most of the resources available to them.

Hai-all Saili Haiv oai oail ob 6C 7
Max. 3 G ) 2 ) |1 2 4 4 (12 )
Mean 1.96 0.63 0.78 0.95 1.58 2.26 2.06 5.89




Paper 2 question (continued)

* Qualitative and quantitative data caught many candidates out emphasising the need to know
the difference between qualitative and quantitative data.

* Similarly, the difference between primary and secondary data still presents a barrier. This links
to a point later that | will make about key terms.

* All of the 8-mark fieldwork questions performed below less well. This demonstrates a need to
practice both familiar and unfamiliar equally.



Q1b

(b) Explain one reason why precipitation is higher in the western regions of the UK.
2) 2 qotb
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A good understanding of relief rainfall. 2 marks.



Qlc

(c) Explain one way in which tectonic processes have affected the physical landscape
of the UK.
(2} 2 Qo1
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A good understanding of how tectonic plates form fold mountains. 2 marks.



Q3b

(b) Explain two ways in which rivers can erode the landscape.
a4 Qosb
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Succinct and accurate explanations of hydraulic action and abrasion. 4 marks.



Qb5aill

{iii importance of London in attracting FDI, with the rest of the UK.
(31 Qsaii
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An example of a candidate explaining rather than comparing. They do pick up 1 mark
for recognising London has a greater importance for attracting FDI.



Qbalv

(iv) Explain one reason for the regional variations in FDI in 2019,
(2 Qosaiv
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Difficult to access (1) due to lack of infrastructure (1) 2 marks.



Q9c

(c) Explain one way in which the qualitative data that you collected helped your

investigation,

(2) 2 Qoo
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Accurate qualitative data to '‘examine
the surrounding characteristics' and
refer to in the 'evaluation’. 2 marks.

Question Answer Marks
number
9 (c) Award one mark for basic identification of the qualitative (2)
method chosen and one mark for a comment on its
usefulness. (1+1)

For example:

We interviewed a number of local people (1) to discover what
they felt about the flood risk in their area (1)

Do not credit answers that focus on secondary data

Allow any other appropriate response




Familiar and unfamiliar 8-mark questions

Figure 6

Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of both the enquiry question and the
outline plan.

You must use evidence from Figure 6 in your answer.
(8)

(b) You have carried out your own fieldwork, investigating how and why deprivation
varies within rural areas in the UK.

Assess the importance of your own (primary) data and secondary data in reaching
your conclusions.
(8)



Fieldwork enquiry stages

The enquiry question (and location)

Methodology — sampling method(s), primary and secondary data collection
Data presentation

Data analysis and conclusions

a k~ 0D ke

Evaluation



Beyond the examiners report — Paper 2

1. Candidates answering Q4 and Q7 must use evidence from the figure provided to access
AO4 marks.

2. Knowledge and understanding of geographical terminology throughout the specification is
key, particularly in the 4 mark 'explain' questions. For example, 'site and situation' in June
2022 and quantitative/qualitative, primary/secondary data in 2023/2024.

3. Candidates need to practice the ‘unfamiliar’ fieldwork scenarios just as much as the familiar
fieldwork. Practice past papers to increase confidence.



Paper 3 Feedback and
Insights



Paper 3 question performance

Section A Section B Section C Section D
Performed well | Qlai, Q1bi. Q2al, Q?2aill, Q3al, Q3aill,
Q2hi, Q3bi, Q3e,
Moderate well |Q1laii, Qlaiii, |Q2bii, Q2c. Q3bii, Q3c, Q4.
Q1bii. Q3d, Q3Hfii,
Less well (QB]D

Only Q3fi was the only question that presented as less well answered across the 20 questions.
This was simply down to not knowing unconventional fossil fuels.




Paper 3 question mean marks

1ai 1ai 1aii 1bi 1bii
Max. 1 1 2 1 4
¢ 1
Mean 0.71 (0.48 ) (0.92) 0.90 2.49
2ai 2ail 2bi 2bii 2c
Max. 1 1 1 1 4
Mean 0.79 0.73 0.72 0.55 2.44

« Qlaii— MCQ - candidates struggled to estimate the area of rainforest or estimated the area of
Ecuador instead.

« Qalaiii— a human reason was sometimes rather than a physical reason.




Paper 3 question mean marks

* Q3bii — candidates struggled to grasp why energy consumption would grow faster than
population growth, especially if not making use of the Figures.

« Q3fi — candidates simply did not know their unconventional fossil fuels.
* Q4 - candidates often missed the best 'long-term’ solution within the question.

3ai  [3aii |3bi |3bii [3c |3d [3e |3fi |3fii 4

Max. |1 |1 |1 4 4 8 2 2 8 16
7 7 -
Mean [0.92 [0.81 |0.72 (1.86) [2.08 |444 |1.84 (0.34)|4.24 (8.01




Qlail

(i) Identify the best estimate of the area of the rainforest region in Figure 1.

A 7,500,000 km’
B 750,000 km®
C 75,000 km?

D 7.500 km’

O ® O B8

As previously mentioned, many candidates did
not accurately estimate the area of rainforest.
This example did.

1 mark.

(1) Q01 aii

Pacific

N

T

100
1

200 km
|

Q Capital city




Q3bii

(ii} Using Figures 5 and 6, suggest two reasons why Ecuador’s consumption of
energy has grown at a faster rate than its population.

(4Qo3bi
1 GIIMNNG ckédmmi v maps. g (S0 % W
v mmH G, TUAs MH& ______________ 0. v
’ . M’p...; AL ALy O S8 B:\ﬂ% AU e
6PP n& Jrf}é hrmw

, TN doRg (S et 1"&" A w WA
erﬂ e ﬁffﬁ' ek fmwm 5 w
mnmmwﬂwpnmw

jfﬁ..i&iﬁ__;;]...._..._..____....fjf..__..:f__..fff._j.._.j:ffffjifjj__f:ffﬁﬁ.._......

2 marks for the first point — growing affluence leading to a higher demand because
of more disposable income.
Nothing for the second point.



Q3fi

(f) Study Figure 10,
(i) Figure 10 mentions unconventional fossil fuels.

Using your own knowledge, name two unconventional fossil fuel sources.
(2 Qosf

Unfortunately, this was a common sight throughout the examination series.



Q3fi

(f) Study Figure 10.

(i) Figure 10 mentions unconventional fossil fuels.

Using your own knowledge, name two unconventional fossil fuel sources.

Shale gas (1).
Tar sands (1).

(22 Qosfi

Question | Answer Mark
Number
3 (f) (i) Award 1 mark each for mention of any two of the following, | Expert
up to a maximum of 2 marks:
+ Shale gas or Fracking gas (2)

+ Shale oil

+ Tar sands

+ Tight gas

« Deepwater oil

Allow 'shale’ but NOT in combination with either 'shale gas’
or 'shale oil' or ‘fracking’

Credit all other valid names.




Q4

Select the option you think offers the best long-term future for all of Ecuador’s
people,

Justify your choice.

Use information from the Resource Booklet and knowledge and understanding from
the rest of your geography course to support your answer. [ac

(12) [ac
Chosen option
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Beyond on the examiners report — Paper 3

1. AO4 — more time needs to be given to practicing geographical skills, particularly using
photographs and maps.

2. Answering the question — Q4 asked for the ‘best long-term for the future of all its people’.
Many candidates defaulted into the sustainability stool formulaic approach.

3. Topics 7, 8 and 9 — the three topics providing teaching material for Paper 3 are not evenly
weighted in the specification or on the exam paper.

4. Q4 structure — candidates need to focus more on their chosen option, using evidence and
linking this the demand of the question.



From the Chief

1. Climate and atmosphere — the majority of answers show a very limited grasp of the physical
processes associated with weather, climate and atmosphere.

2. A general lack of understanding on how river processes change from the upper course to the
lower course.

3. Glaciation — whilst not a topic in Spec B it is in the overview content in Topic 4 and therefore
needs covering somewhat.

4. The elision of country/people/government — try to move beyond 'it is good for India’.



Key terms

» Topography

* Intermediate technology

« Landscape vs. landform

« Colonialism and neo-colonialism
« Unconventional fossil fuels

« Quantitative and qualitative

* Primary and secondary



https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Geography-B/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/geog-b-key-terms-and-lang-student-guide.pdf

Positives

1. Paper 3 — 8-mark guestions — evidence suggests that candidates are using the resources
(figures) and assessing/evaluating when doing so.

2. 'Explain' — with the addition of scaffolding on the 4-mark questions, candidates are answering
these more confidently.

3. Paper 3 - Q4 whilst it remains a challenge is also producing some very impressive answers.






Summary

In this session we have looked at:

key statistical performance data that may help
with your planning for the year

feedback on the performance of candidates in
the May/June 2024 exam series

performance of some of the key questions in
the series and provide analysis to support.

key points from the Examiner’s Report
common issues and FAQs.




Subject Advisor Support

Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and
are here to support you throughout the year.

<_T

Find the Subject Advisor for your area here and sign
up to receive regular updates from your Subject
Advisor on gualification news and support for your
subject here.


https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/subject-advisors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
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Find out more

For more professional development
courses please see Pearson’s Jr
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https://pdacademy.pearson.com/

Your Feedback
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an
invitation to share your thoughts about
the session. Your feedback is invaluable
to us, as it helps us tailor our
professional development materials to
better meet your needs. Please don't
hesitate to let us know what you’d like to
see more of and what areas you think

could be improved.
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