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In this session we are going to:

• look at candidate performance

• look at Paper 1 insights

• look at Paper 2 insights

• look at Paper 3 insights

• have time for discussion and questions.

Agenda



Candidate performance



• There is not much variation in the grade outcomes between 2023 and 2024, except for the 

grade 5 boundary whereby 1% less of candidates converted. 

• More students gained a grade 2 and 3 however. 

Grade Statistics

9 7 5 3 1

2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023

Spec. B 4.8 4.8 25.3 25.8 54.5 55.5 82.2 81.7 98.4 98.4



• Very little movement grades 7–9.

• Three marks more for a grade 5.

• Four marks more for grades 2–4.  

2024 vs 2023 grade boundaries



Paper 1 Feedback and 
Insights



Paper 1 question performance

Section A Section B Section C

Performed well Q1ai, Q1aii, Q1di, 

Q1fi. 

Q2a, Q2di, Q2dii, 

Q2gi.

Q3ai, Q3aii, Q3aiv, 

Q3di, Q3ei. 

Moderately well Q1aiii, Q1b, Q1c, 

Q1dii, Q1e, Qf1ii, 

Q1fiii, Q1g, Q1h. 

Q2b, Q2c, Q2diii, 

Q2e, Q2gii, Q2h. 

Q3aiii, Q3b, Q3c, 

Q3dii, Q3eii, Q3f, 

Q3g. 

Less well Q2f.

• Frank's dependency theory proved the most challenging question on the paper. 



Paper 1 question mean marks – Section A  

1ai 1aii 1aiii 1b 1c 1di 1dii 1e 1fi 1fii 1fiii 1g 1h

Max. 1 1 1 2 2 1 2 3 1 2 2 4 8

Mean 0.76 0.98 0.62 0.86 1.38 0.88 1.03 1.73 0.97 1.29 0.92 2.69 3.24

• 1b – candidates struggled to explain why the Equator is warmer than poles, missing the fact 

that it is owing to the curvature of the Earth. 

• 1fiii – candidates were not explicit in telling us the water temperature needed to be above 

26.5°C which happens in summer months when the ocean is warm enough. 

• 1h – candidates didn't join the dots between unpredictable population growth, changes in 

human behaviour, preventative measures, and more accurate prediction methods. 



Paper 1 question mean marks – Section B

2a 2b 2c 2di 2dii 2diii 2e 2f 2gi 2gii 2h

Max. 2 1 2 2 1 2 2 3 3 4 12

Mean 1.61 0.49 1.07 1.49 0.95 1.24 1.37 0.74 2.31 1.43 5.04

• 2f – candidates either confused Frank's dependency theory with Rostow following the previous 

question or simply didn't know it well enough. 

• 2gii – candidates struggled to identify 'the way' in the first instance e.g. TNCs/FDI/BRICS 

allowing them to go on and explain how it affects trade. 

• 2h – case study knowledge was a barrier with most candidates not knowing their chosen 

example well enough. 



Paper 1 question mean marks – Section C  

3ai 3aii 3aiii 3aiv 3b 3c 3di 3dii 3ei 3eii 3f 3g

Max. 1 1 2 2 2 4 1 3 1 1 4 8

Mean 0.95 0.96 0.93 1.42 1.08 2.27 0.96 1.98 0.91 0.69 1.71 3.38

• 3ai – calculating percentage change is still proving a challenge. For most candidates that 

showed workings but answered incorrectly, was down to not dividing by the original number. 

• 3f – whilst the mean was below 2, many students referred to India having a large coastline or 

being a peninsula, therefore developing ports for trade. 

• 3g – candidates did not know their case study in enough depth to be able to comment on the 

social and environmental challenges of rapid urbanisation in their chosen emerging city. Many 

also referred to economic challenges.



Q1b

• 1 mark awarded for the idea of the Equator 'being closer' to the sun. The response is 

missing the idea of the curvature of the Earth being the reason. 



Q1fiii

1 mark awarded for understanding sea temperatures are warmer in certain times of the year. The 

response is missing the fact that the warm waters provide a hurricane with the energy needed.



Q2f

Only 1 mark awarded for recognising the core buys cheap goods from the periphery.



Q2f
All 3 marks come in the later part of the question – selling of raw 

materials, then manufactured and sold at a higher price, leading to 

exploitation and not developing. 



Q3aiii

As previously mentioned, the candidate has divided by the new figure (2025) and not the 

original (2010). They also haven't used the difference they have actually worked out. 0 marks.



Q3f

The candidate has offered two different reasons, one being coastal location 

facilitating easier trade, and the other its proximity to the Middle East and 

establishing a trade deal/arrangement. 4 marks .



Q3g

The candidate has offered generic challenges 

of rapid population growth in Mumbai. The 

response also lacks assessment. 5 marks.



Development and globalisation 

1. Development is seen by most candidates as countries becoming wealthier or changing for 

the better – dominated by economic development – it does not happen without trade, 

investment, reinvestment, foreign direct investment, and democracy – not to mention 

improvements in health and education. 

2. Globalisation is defined by most candidates as ' the greater interconnectedness of national 

economies to a wider global economy’ – it does not happen without governments adopting 

policies that facilitate free trade, liberalisation, deregulation, and privatisation. 



Beyond the examiners report – Paper 1 

1. Avoiding generic responses that lack local knowledge when a student is 

assessing/evaluating their chosen megacity or emerging country (case study). 

2. Questions which immediately follow a resource will require students to make use of that 

resource. Practice resource-based questions.

3. Compare questions often make use of resources. Many students struggle with this style of 

question. Practice using comparative language, for instance ‘er’ words. Greater, larger, 

faster, wider for example.



Paper 2 Feedback and 
Insights



Paper 2 question performance

Section A Section B Section C

Performed well Q1a, Q2ai. Q6ai, Q6aii.

Moderately well Q1c, Q2aii, Q2b, 

Q3a, Q3b, Q4. 

Q5ai-Q5aii, Q5aiv, 

Q6b, Q6c, Q7. 

Q8a, Q8b, Q8c, 

Q8d, Q8e, Q9a, 

Q9b, Q9d, Q9e, 

Q10ai, Q10aii, 

Q10aiii, Q10aiv, 

Q10b, Q11aii, 

Q11aiii, Q11aiv.

Less well Q1b Q5aiii Q9c, Q11ai, Q11b



Paper 2 question mean marks 

1a 1b 1c 2ai 2aii 2b 3a 3b 4

Max. 1 2 2 1 3 4 2 4 8

Mean 0.81 0.61 0.97 0.88 1.69 2.44 0.88 1.74 3.71

• Q1b – candidates struggled to explain the link between precipitation and western regions of 

the UK.

• Q1c – candidates struggled to explain the link between plate tectonics and upland landscapes 

in the UK. 

• Q3b – candidates did not explain how two different types of erosion affected landscapes. 

• Q4 – resource-based question – many failed to make the link between the two resources 

available to them. 



Paper 2 question mean marks 

5ai-aii 5aiii 5aiv 6ai 6aii 6b 6c 7

Max. 3 3 2 1 2 4 4 12

Mean 1.96 0.63 0.78 0.95 1.58 2.26 2.06 5.89

• Q5aii – candidates struggled with the command 'compare' with most 'explaining'.

• Q5aiv – consequently, candidates avoided repeating themself from the previous question. 

• Q7 – similarly to Q4, candidates did not make the most of the resources available to them. 



Paper 2 question (continued) 

• Qualitative and quantitative data caught many candidates out emphasising the need to know 

the difference between qualitative and quantitative data. 

• Similarly, the difference between primary and secondary data still presents a barrier. This links 

to a point later that I will make about key terms. 

• All of the 8-mark fieldwork questions performed below less well. This demonstrates a need to 

practice both familiar and unfamiliar equally.



Q1b

A good understanding of relief rainfall. 2 marks. 



Q1c

A good understanding of how tectonic plates form fold mountains. 2 marks. 



Q3b

Succinct and accurate explanations of hydraulic action and abrasion. 4 marks. 



Q5aiii

An example of a candidate explaining rather than comparing. They do pick up 1 mark 

for recognising London has a greater importance for attracting FDI. 



Q5aiv

Difficult to access (1) due to lack of infrastructure (1) 2 marks. 



Q9c

Accurate qualitative data to 'examine 

the surrounding characteristics' and 

refer to in the 'evaluation’. 2 marks. 



Familiar and unfamiliar 8-mark questions



Fieldwork enquiry stages

1. The enquiry question (and location)

2. Methodology – sampling method(s), primary and secondary data collection

3. Data presentation

4. Data analysis and conclusions

5. Evaluation



Beyond the examiners report – Paper 2 

1. Candidates answering Q4 and Q7 must use evidence from the figure provided to access 

AO4 marks.

2. Knowledge and understanding of geographical terminology throughout the specification is 

key, particularly in the 4 mark 'explain' questions. For example, 'site and situation' in June 

2022 and quantitative/qualitative, primary/secondary data in 2023/2024.

3. Candidates need to practice the ‘unfamiliar’ fieldwork scenarios just as much as the familiar 

fieldwork. Practice past papers to increase confidence.



Paper 3 Feedback and 
Insights 



Paper 3 question performance 

Section A Section B Section C Section D

Performed well Q1ai, Q1bi. Q2ai, Q2aii, 

Q2bi, 

Q3ai, Q3aii, 

Q3bi, Q3e,  

Moderate well Q1aii, Q1aiii, 

Q1bii.

Q2bii, Q2c. Q3bii, Q3c, 

Q3d, Q3fii,  

Q4.

Less well Q3fi. 

• Only Q3fi was the only question that presented as less well answered across the 20 questions. 

This was simply down to not knowing unconventional fossil fuels.



Paper 3 question mean marks 

1ai 1aii 1aiii 1bi 1bii

Max. 1 1 2 1 4

Mean 0.71 0.48 0.92 0.90 2.49

2ai 2aii 2bi 2bii 2c

Max. 1 1 1 1 4

Mean 0.79 0.73 0.72 0.55 2.44

• Q1aii – MCQ – candidates struggled to estimate the area of rainforest or estimated the area of 

Ecuador instead.   

• Q1aiii –  a human reason was sometimes rather than a physical reason.



Paper 3 question mean marks 

3ai 3aii 3bi 3bii 3c 3d 3e 3fi 3fii 4

Max. 1 1 1 4 4 8 2 2 8 16

Mean 0.92 0.81 0.72 1.86 2.08 4.44 1.84 0.34 4.24 8.01

• Q3bii – candidates struggled to grasp why energy consumption would grow faster than 

population growth, especially if not making use of the Figures. 

• Q3fi – candidates simply did not know their unconventional fossil fuels. 

• Q4 – candidates often missed the best 'long-term' solution within the question. 



Q1aii

As previously mentioned, many candidates did 

not accurately estimate the area of rainforest. 

This example did.

1 mark.



Q3bii

2 marks for the first point – growing affluence leading to a higher demand because 

of more disposable income.

Nothing for the second point. 



Q3fi

Unfortunately, this was a common sight throughout the examination series. 



Q3fi

Shale gas (1).

Tar sands (1). 



Q4





Beyond on the examiners report – Paper 3

1. AO4 – more time needs to be given to practicing geographical skills, particularly using 

photographs and maps. 

2. Answering the question – Q4 asked for the ‘best long-term for the future of all its people’. 

Many candidates defaulted into the sustainability stool formulaic approach.  

3. Topics 7, 8 and 9 – the three topics providing teaching material for Paper 3 are not evenly 

weighted in the specification or on the exam paper. 

4. Q4 structure – candidates need to focus more on their chosen option, using evidence and 

linking this the demand of the question. 



From the Chief 

1. Climate and atmosphere – the majority of answers show a very limited grasp of the physical 

processes associated with weather, climate and atmosphere.

2. A general lack of understanding on how river processes change from the upper course to the 

lower course.

3. Glaciation – whilst not a topic in Spec B it is in the overview content in Topic 4 and therefore 

needs covering somewhat.

4. The elision of country/people/government – try to move beyond 'it is good for India’. 



• Topography 

• Intermediate technology

• Landscape vs. landform

• Colonialism and neo-colonialism 

• Unconventional fossil fuels 

• Quantitative and qualitative 

• Primary and secondary 

Key terms

geog-b-key-terms-and-lang-student-guide.pdf (pearson.com)

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Geography-B/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/geog-b-key-terms-and-lang-student-guide.pdf


Positives

1. Paper 3 – 8-mark questions – evidence suggests that candidates are using the resources 

(figures) and assessing/evaluating when doing so. 

2. 'Explain' – with the addition of scaffolding on the 4-mark questions, candidates are answering 

these more confidently. 

3. Paper 3 – Q4 whilst it remains a challenge is also producing some very impressive answers.



Discussion



50

In this session we have looked at:

• key statistical performance data that may help 

with your planning for the year

• feedback on the performance of candidates in 

the May/June 2024 exam series

• performance of some of the key questions in 

the series and provide analysis to support.

• key points from the Examiner’s Report

• common issues and FAQs. 

Summary



Subject Advisor Support

Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and 

are here to support you throughout the year.

Find the Subject Advisor for your area here and sign 

up to receive regular updates from your Subject 

Advisor on qualification news and support for your 

subject here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/subject-advisors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html


Find out more
 

For more professional development 

courses please see Pearson’s 

Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an 

invitation to share your thoughts about 

the session. Your feedback is invaluable 

to us, as it helps us tailor our 

professional development materials to 

better meet your needs. Please don’t 

hesitate to let us know what you’d like to 

see more of and what areas you think 

could be improved.
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